(Some of) Mark 12 +13
Mark 12: The Greatest Commandment
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him,
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than
these.”
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying
that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him,
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one
dared ask him any more questions.

Mark 12: The Widow’s Offering
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a
few cents.
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on.”

Re-evaluate the goals you set for yourself at the beginning of the
year. How have you successfully “loved the Lord” and “loved your
neighbour” this year? Do you need to alter or add to your goals?

Mark 13: The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times
As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him,
“Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!”
2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one
stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple,
Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us,
when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they
are all about to be fulfilled?”
5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many
will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7
When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the
beginning of birth pains.
9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will
stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the
gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11 Whenever you are
arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what

to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you
speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child.
Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death.
13 Everyone will hate you because of me, but the one who stands
firm to the end will be saved.

Mark 13: The Day and Hour Unknown
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert!
You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each
with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the
owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I
say to everyone: ‘Watch!’

List out the things Jesus says will characterize the world before
his return. How do we see these things in the world today? What
does Jesus say to keep us becoming anxious about these things?

