
Station  1
The  significance  of  Jerusalem

The	city	of	Jerusalem	has	been	a	source	of	admiration	and	frustration	for	millions	of	
people	around	the	world	since	biblical	times.		Christians,	Muslims,	and	Jewish	
people	all	see	the	city	as	sacred	and	holy	to	their	faith.		As	a	result,	all	three	religious	
groups	have	warred	extensively	over	Jerusalem,	starting	with	the	First	Crusade	in	
1095	and	continuing	as	the	source	of	violence	across	the	Middle	East	today.		While	
all	groups	strive	to	find	peace	today,	the	struggle	for	control	of	Jerusalem	emerged	
for	control	of	a	city	that	all	three	groups	claim	as	their	own.	

Judaism	as	a	faith	is	several	
thousand	years	older	than	either	
Christianity	or	Islam	and,	as	a	
result,	the	Jewish	faith	has	the	
oldest	claim	to	the	city.		To	the	
Jewish	people,	Jerusalem	was	
established	as	the	capital	of	the	
Jewish	nation,	Israel,	by	King	
David	over	3,000	years	ago.		It	
was	also	the	location	of	their	
First	Temple	built	by	David's	very	
powerful	son,	King	Solomon.		
The	city	is	sacred	to	Christians		
since	Jesus	performed	miracles,	preached	to	the	poor,	was	crucified,	and	rose	from	
the	dead	here.		Today,	the	Church	of	the	Holy	Sepulchre	rests	over	the	location	in	
the	city	where	Jesus	was	crucified.		Muslims	claim	Jerusalem	as	their	own	since,	
according	to	the	holy	Qur'an,	Muhammad	rose	to	heaven	here;		the	Dome	of	the	
Rock	is	an	Islamic	shrine	that	was	built	on	the	ground	where	this	is	believed	to	have	
happened.			

Religious	violence	in	the	Middle	East	can	be	traced	back	to	how	followers	of	
Judaism,	Christianity,	and	Islam	all	have	a	different	vision	for	Jerusalem.			While	it	has	
been	over	800	years	since	the	Crusades	came	to	an	end,	the	city	still	remains	divided	
into	four	distinct	quarters	with	the	sole	purpose	of	maintaining	peace.				

An artist's rendering of ancient Jerusalem showing 
King Solomon's temple.

©		History	with	Mr.	E		
								Specializing	in	American	and	World	History	for	late	Elementary,	Middle,	and	early	High	School


