
Review: 
Middle Ages / Golden Ages

Are they the same?  Are they different?

Whose perspective do we hear from more?







Eurocentrism is a worldview that is centred 
on Western civilization or a biased view that 

favours it over non-Western civilizations.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bias


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePTwDkeydhY


Black Death / The Bubonic Plague

● Active in Europe from 1347 - 1351
● Spread by rat fleas and by human contact
● The most deadly pandemic in human history 

(killed 75-200 million people worldwide)
● Killed about half of Europe’s population



“The costume of a plague doctor featured an all-leather 
ensemble, a beak-like mask stuffed with burning herbs, and a 
top hat — which signaled that the person was, in fact, a doctor.”





The Renaissance was a historical period that started in the 1300s 
in Italy, after the Black Death had passed through Europe.  Over 
the next three centuries, Renaissance ideas spread across Europe.  
The word renaissance means “rebirth” or “reawakening.”

During the Renaissance, European artists, philosophers, and 
scientists were inspired by ideas that had developed in Ancient 
Greece and Rome during the time known as the classical period.  
Thinkers in Europe were also heavily influenced by ideas and 
innovations that had emerged during the Islamic Golden Age.

The Renaissance 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOjBbkGiwq0


Historians often disagree over the idea of the Renaissance as a 
distinct period that constitutes a turning point in the evolution of 
European ideas.  Many historians, for example, argue that the 
changes that emerged during the Renaissance were simply part of 
larger and longer-lasting cultural movements in Europe and the 
Islamic world.  Historians also argue that the term Renaissance 
suggests that the changes were all positive and pointed towards 
progress.  This, of course, was not always the case!

To Think About...



Was the Renaissance a Cultural Turning Point?

Question of the Week:



During the Renaissance, thinkers began focusing on the 
importance, values, and possibilities of humanity.  This way of 
thinking is called humanism.  Humanism began to shift European 
philosophy away from a focus on religion.  Education in schools 
and universities changed to place more emphasis on improving 
society by focusing on the humanities, which were subjects such as 
grammar, history, poetry, and philosophy.  

Renaissance Thought



Question: Read the quotation from W.T. Waugh.  What evidence does 
Waugh present to support his argument that the “new” ideas of the 
Renaissance were not actually new?  

“There was no suspension of intellectual life in Medieval Europe.  If 
there was a Revival or Learning, it occurred in about the year 1000, 
since when human knowledge has never ceased to advance.  It 
cannot even be said that the Humanists of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries (1300s and 1400s) revived the study of the classics.  
Scholars had been nourished on the classics for centuries; the classical 
writer most studied in the Middle Ages was Aristotle [Greek], and the 
Medieval scholars of Western Europe were acquainted with most of 
the [Roman] authors familiar to us.” 



This sculpture by Italian artist 
Michelangelo of Florence, Italy, 
was completed in 1504.  It 
depicts David, the Old Testament 
hero who defeated the giant 
Goliath.  

Question: How does this statue 
represent both the continuing 
importance of religion and the 
new ideas about humanism?





Many of the scientific innovations introduced to Europe developed 
from innovations and ideas that originated in the Islamic world 
and Asia.  European scientists and mathematicians advanced 
these innovations and began to shift how people in Europe 
understood topics such as the universe.  

Renaissance Science



Question: Read the quotation by Ahmed Essa and Othman Ali.  Why 
do these authors suggest that precious developments in the Islamic 
world were significant for the Renaissance?  How might their ideas 
be used to show that the Renaissance was not a global turning 
point?

“Western medicine was for many centuries the continuation of 
Islamic medicine.  Muslim knowledge entered the West through 
academic centers in Spain and Italy, and ideas permeated during 
the Crusades and via translated documents.  By the close of the 13th 
century, Arabic science and philosophy had been transmitted to 
Europe.  Still, Christian Europe was reluctant to recognize Islamic 
learning and tended to attribute content origins to the Greeks.”



During the Middle Ages, people believed that the Sun, Moon, 
and planets revolved around Earth.  This geocentric theory was 
supported by the Catholic Church.  In 1543, Nicolaus Copernicus 
proposed the heliocentric theory, shown in the diagram.  
Copernicus’s theory stated that Earth and the other planets 
orbited the Sun. 

Question: What are the key differences between the geocentric 
and heliocentric views of the universe?  What does Copernicus’s 
theory reveal about the beliefs of Renaissance Europe?

Nicolaus Copernicus





Galileo Galilei

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J0-ZbbrD6U


Galileo Galilei was an Italian scientist who studied astronomy.  He 
supported astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus’s heliocentric theory 
that the Sun was the centre of the universe.  Copernicus’s theory 
was contrary to Catholic geocentric teachings that Earth was the 
centre of the universe.  For his views, Galileo was arrested, placed 
on trial, and found guilty of heresy in 1633.  Galileo spent the rest 
of his life under house arrest.

Question: What does the trial of Galileo reveal about the views of 
the church during this period?

Galileo Galilei



During the Renaissance, scientists began to spend more time 
trying to understand the human body.  This was largely done by 
dissecting the bodies of people who had died.  The scientists built 
on medical innovations and knowledge that had emerged during 
the Islamic Golden Age.

Studies of Human Anatomy



These drawings of human bones were 
created by Leonardo da Vinci, an Italian 
artist and scholar, in about 1511.  Da 
Vinci claimed to have dissected about 
30 human bodies.  His drawings helped 
scientists and doctors gain a better 
understanding of how the human body 
works.  

Question: Would drawings of more 
accurate images of the human body be 
a turning point in medicine?  Explain 
your response.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjcJG0YQSds

