Some Famous Vikings
1. Ragnar Lothbrok
Probably the most important Viking leader and the
most famous Viking warrior, Ragnar Lothbrok led
many raids on France and England in the 9th
century.
The archetype Viking warrior, Ragnar is said to
have successfully fought a dragon and to have led
an invasion of England with just two ships – which
failed and led to his death.
Ragnar is also famous for having several wives and
fathering many sons who went on to become fierce
Viking warriors in their own right.

2. Ivar the Boneless
A son of Ragnar Lothbrok, Ivar the Boneless apparently
owes his name to a condition that caused his bones to
fracture easily, making his reputation as a fierce Viking
warrior particularly impressive.
He was another leader of the Great Heathen Army that
invaded the British Isles to avenge the death of his father.
After many successful conquests, he set himself up in
Dublin as king of the Norsemen of all Ireland and Britain.

3. Sigurd Snake-in-the-Eye
Another son of Ragnar Lothbrok, Sigurd was apparently
born with a mark on his eye that looked like a snake
eating its own tail. Sigurd was also part of the Great
Heathen Army expedition that took on Britain in order
to avenge the death of Ragnar Lothbrok.
He later married the daughter of King Aella, the man
responsible for the death of his father.

4. Erik the Red
Erik the Red, also known as Erik the Great, is a figure
who embodies the Vikings’ bloodthirsty reputation more
completely than most. Named Erik the Red due to the
colour of his hair, Erik ended up founding Greenland, but
that was only after he’d been banished from Iceland for
murdering several men.
His father, Thorvald Asvaldsson, had previously been
exiled from Norway for manslaughter, so violence and
exile clearly ran in the family. Erik (real name Erik
Thorvaldsson) owes his nickname to his violent
temperament and flowing red hair.
5. Leif Erikson
As claims to fame go, Leif Erikson’s isn’t half bad. Leif
is generally considered to have been the first European
to set foot in North America, a full 500 years before
Christopher Columbus. The son of Erik the Red, Leif is
thought to have arrived in the New World in around
1000, having ventured off course en route to
Greenland. His crew set up camp in a place he dubbed
“Vinland”, thought to be Newfoundland.

6. Freydis Eiríksdóttir
A daughter of Eric the Red, Freydis is proof that Viking
women could be just as fearsome as men.
Along with her brother, she was one of the first
Europeans to visit North America at the start of the 11th
century. Following a dispute, Indigenous North
Americans attacked the Viking camp one night with
catapults. While her surprised warriors began to flee,
Freydis, eight months pregnant, grabbed a sword to
fight. The sight is thought to have been so scary that the
Indigenous peoples fled, assuming that she was some
kind of demon.
She later had her own trading partners killed so that
she would not have to share her profits with them.

